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Why DAFA Message 
from the 
founder

Direct Aid for Africa (DAFA) was founded in 1996 with the sole purpose of 
supporting the underprivileged people of Zambia. 

We are a non-political, non-sectarian organisation and are different from 
other charities in that nothing comes off the top, every penny of every 
donation goes straight to Zambia. 

How do we achieve this? Not only do all volunteers give their time for free; 
DAFA operates a unique NGO - Public Partnership as the charity will fund 
the projects and the Zambian government will then run them. 

DAFA aims to: 

n   Support community-based economic development projects, 
focusing on education, health care and self-help

n   Give underprivileged children the opportunity of obtaining an 
education and access to shelter and daily feeding programmes

n   Give communities access to healthcare and medication

I am now in the twilight of my life 
and I have been granted a great 
privilege by God to live my dream: 
helping people less well off than 
ourselves. DAFA has been in operation for over 
20 years and at the moment we are working on a plan to 
carry on for the next 20 years.

If you can help – it will allow thousands of Zambians to live 
their dreams too. Remember they are also human beings 
with all the same thoughts and dreams that we have.

A wise man once said: “it is in the giving, we receive”. I 
believe he was 100% correct. I have never been happier; 
it’s the best thing by far I have done in my life.” 

“

Barney Curley 



Key projects

St. Dominic’s Missionary Hospital Yngwe Primary School

Since 1996, DAFA has funded a number of community-based development projects. Let us tell your briefly about 2 
of these projects, namely St. Dominic’s Missionary Hospital and Yngwe Primary school. 

One of DAFA’s key priorities is to provide medical aid and support 
to the sick, and provide hospice care for the terminally ill. Located 
18km from the nearest town, Ndola, St. Dominic’s Missionary 
hospital caters to a surrounding population of 35,000. Previously 
a small clinic built on the site of an old beer hall, St. Dominic’s has 
now achieved fully-functioning status and is one of the projects we 
at DAFA are most proud of. 

The hospital offers standard health care procedures, surgical and 
outpatient facilities, AIDS and Tuberculosis laboratories, dentistry 
services, vaccinations and even a designated pharmacy. Since 
2016, DAFA has funded the construction of significant residential 
facilities for the medical staff working at the hospital. Please see 
the following page of this brochure for an in-depth case study of 
this project. 

When we arrived in 1998, Yngwe was a school that 
consisted of 2 small buildings and catered to 50-60 
students. Located just half a mile from St. Dominic’s 
Missionary Hospital, today Yngwe Primary School 
consists of 24 large classrooms, all funded by 
DAFA, that cater to 1,500 pupils in total. Thanks to 
our contribution, not only do the pupils have the 
opportunity to obtain an education, but they are 
also provided with lunch every single day. 

Why you might ask? The reality is that the majority 
of pupils do not get any breakfast and walk up 
to 8km each morning to get to Yngwe. The lunch 
meal DAFA provides consists of soya that is boiled 
into a soupy mixture – a true, nutritious ‘booster’ to 
help the pupils excel through the remainder of their 
school day. 

As with St. Dominic’s, DAFA has been tremendously 
lucky when working on the project of Yngwe Primary 
School. In 2013, Suffolk Country Council decided 
to amalgamate a number of schools in the UK; 
after making a request to the Council to obtain the 
school equipment, we were very generously granted 
permission to transport all school equipment from these closing schools to Zambia, 
via Walvis Bay in Nambia. Today, in schools all over Zambia, young people are using 
equipment previously used by young pupils in Suffolk – it is an uplifting thought. 

Barney Curley 



St. Dominic’s Missionary Hospital 
Case Study

DAFA: The Future
In the mid 1990s a small clinic was established on 
a site previously occupied by a beer hall outside of 
Ndola, Zambia; it was called Kavu Clinic. 20 years later 
there stands a fully staffed and resourced hospital: St. 
Dominic’s Missionary Hospital. The specialist medical 
equipment that the hospital required was sourced 
from the UK, using surplus equipment provided 
by the British Army returning from Afghanistan. St. 
Dominic’s Missionary Hospital was officially opened 
in 2016 by the president of Zambia and the Minister 
of Health. Given its remote location 18 km outside of 
Ndola – a challenge emerged: how to house the key 
medical staff? DAFA decided to build them appropriate 
accommodation so that all staff members could live in 
close proximity.

The construction of this accommodation cost well over 
£1 million, a major investment that was funded entirely 
by DAFA. We are proud to say that as of 2017, the 
seventh residential building has been completed.

DAFA also funds the ongoing costs that are required to keep St. 
Dominic’s Missionary hospital running effectively. In mid-2018, for 
example, we spent nearly £100,000 upgrading the pharmacy and 
mortuary facilities.

St. Dominic’s Missionary Hospital has now achieved fully- functioning 
status and caters to a surrounding population of 35,000.  Most of 
these patients are underprivileged, unemployed and do not have any 
prospects of future permanent work.

Setting up and supporting  St. Dominic’s has been a key milestone for 
DAFA and we would like to thank everyone involved in this project.

When you get to experience all the great work and all the hope 
that has been created among the people of Zambia through 
DAFA’s efforts, you are left with the key question: “What can we 
achieve in the next 20 years?”

We plan to continue building on the expertise we have accrued in 
schools, hospitals and orphanages across Zambia, working with 
local experts and continuing to bring in external capital targeted 
towards specific key areas and projects. By combining these 
efforts, the key aim will always be to help the young people of 
Zambia experience a healthy and educated upbringing. 

During the course of 2018, DAFA’s volunteers will be creating a 
coherent 20-year strategy, which will outline our vision for the 

future and pinpoint how we can escalate 
the level of impact we can create. 

Inevitably, this will entail the 
implementation of increased 
infrastructure in order to achieve our 
vision of a sustainable future. We 
will also be looking to partner with 
international NGOs such as World 
Vision and Save the Children in order 
to help direct their resources towards 

the key areas of child welfare. 

We all take great inspiration from the 
work that DAFA’s volunteers have 
engaged in since 1996. We look forward 
in the spirit of optimism and ambition 
towards the next 20 years, in which we 
hope to achieve our vision of a brighter 
future for all children across Zambia.
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TOGETHER, 

 WE ARE DAFA

To find out more about how you can make a difference, please get in touch: 

www.dafa.ie

catherine@dafa.ie 

Direct Aid for Africa
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